
Harvard Conservation Trust

What is a Conservation Restriction?



50th Anniversary

• HCT was established in 1973.  
• We actively seek to preserve:

• Harvard’s rural character 
and farmlands; 

• Areas conducive to outdoor 
education, recreation, and 
enjoyment; 

• Areas of historical 
significance or natural 
beauty; 

• Water resources, wildlife 
habitat, and areas of 
ecological significance.
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Land Conserved

• Over the past 50 years HCT and 
our partners have permanently 
protected over 1,100 acres.
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Conservation Restriction?

• “A conservation restriction is a 
legally enforceable agreement 
whose purpose is to ensure 
permanent protection of specific 
conservation values while 
permitting limited land uses 
consistent with the protection of 
said conservation values.”

• Ownership is retained.

• Selling the development rights?

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/conservation-restriction-review-
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Public Benefit?

• Must be granted to one or 
more qualified organizations 
whose purpose includes the 
conservation of land or water.

• State of MA requires a lengthy 
report submission and review 
process.

• The details of the application 
can be highly variable but 
there must be a public benefit.

• The holder of the CR carries a 
responsibility to monitor and 
enforce the restriction.



Financial?

• A Conservation Restriction has 
economic value.

• It can be purchased, sold, or 
donated. 

• It is however permanent and 
cannot be easily changed.

• Details are site specific.

• Income tax benefits for 
perpetual conservation 
restriction.
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Example - Prospect Hill

• 70 acres of forest and active 
farmland.

• A joint project with Sudbury 
Valley Trustees (SVT) and MA 
Department of Agriculture 
(MDAR)

• Permanently protecting this 
important landmark with an 
Agricultural Preservation 
Restriction. (APR)



Example –
Crescent Valley
• 34 acres of forest and wetland, 

divided into two parcels

• Note the exclusion area -
building envelope.

• Baseline Documentation Report
• Recording… 

• Maps and Surveys
• Boundary Conditions
• Affidavits
• Documentary Photos
• Copy of the recorded 

restriction.





Example - Rathore

• Provides walkable trails that 
connect to an existing network 
of trails on permanently 
protected conservation land.

• Protects a tributary of Elizabeth 
Brook.

• Protects wildlife habitat 
identified as a priority parcel by 
Mass Audubon.

• Consistent with Town and State 
public policies and plans.



Prohibited Acts and Uses

• Structures and Improvements

• Extractive Activities

• Disposal Storage

• Adverse Impacts to Vegetation

• Adverse Impacts to Water & Soil

• Adverse Impacts to Stone Walls

• Introduction of Invasive Species

• Motor Vehicles 

Example - Rathore

Permitted Acts and Uses

• Water Supply

• Vegetation Management

• Removing non-native species

• Composting

• Ecosystem Improvement

• Trails and Signs

• Forest Stewardship

• Septic (With Written Approval)



The work continues…

Additional Resources –
• Umass Amherst 

– Mass Woods

• Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife - MassWildlife

• Trustees of Reservation

• Sudbury Valley Trustees

• Harvard Conservation Trust
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Thank you.


	Slide 1: Harvard Conservation Trust
	Slide 2: 50th Anniversary
	Slide 3: Land Conserved
	Slide 4: Conservation Restriction?
	Slide 5: Public Benefit?
	Slide 6: Financial?
	Slide 7: Example - Prospect Hill
	Slide 8: Example –  Crescent Valley
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Example - Rathore
	Slide 11: Example - Rathore
	Slide 12: The work continues…
	Slide 13: Thank you.

